[Clinical study of grade 3, superficial transitional cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder].
To evaluate the treatment of grade 3 superficial (stage pTa and pT 1) transitional cell carcinoma (T.C.C.) of the urinary bladder, retrospective analysis was performed with special reference to tumor prognostic factors. From July 1971 to september 1995, 51 cases with grade 3 superficial T.C.C. of the urinary bladder were treated. The survival rates and prognostic factors of these patient were analyzed. Five year survival rate of grade 3, superficial tumors was 92.3% and showed significantly better prognosis compared to patients with pT 2 and pT 3 tumors of grade 3 (p < 0.001). As a initial treatments, transurethral resection (TUR) was conducted in 45 patients (88%). Intravesical recurrence was observed in 20 of 45 patients (44%) and 12 of 20 patients (60%) were recurred within 1 year. Non-recurrent rates of the patients treated with TUR were 69.6% at 1 year, 58.8% at 3 year, 49.7% at 5 year, respectively. No significant differences were noted regarding factors of tumor size, figures and a number of tumor. Of the 51 patients, 10 (19.6%) progressed beyond stage T 2 and 6 died with the disease. Survival rates at 10 years follow up in patients with non-papillary and papillary tumor were 57.1% and 97.8%, respectively. These results suggested that TUR should be performed as a initial treatment for the patients with grade 3 superficial T.C.C. of the urinary bladder. However, non-papillary tumors should be considered of more intensive treatment like as radical cystectomy, adjuvant chemotherapy or irradiation.